1780. LAWS of MARYLAND.

C H A P. affirmation, for the difcovery of his property, or any concealment thereof, and
XLIL. refpeting his conduct touching the fame, or the faid juftices may, in their dif-
cretion, direc an iffue to be tried in the faid court where the debtor refides, to
determine the truth of any allegation made by fuch creditor, and if fuch debtor
fhall be found guilty of any wilful fraud or deceit of his creditors, he fhall for
ever be precluded from having any benefit of this a¢t; and if any debtor who
thall take the oath or affirmation by this a& directed, fhall, upon indictment,
be convi& of wilfully, falfely and corruptly, fwearing or athrming to any matter
or thing in fuch oath or affirmation contained, fuch perfon fhall fuffer as in cafe
of wilful and corrupt perjury, and likewife be liable to his creditors, and thall
have po relief by, or benefit of, this att.

C H A P XLIV.
Paffed De. An ACT for the more effe@ual punifhment of criminals.

cember 25.

Rreamble. WHEREAS it is reprefented to this general aflembly, that the commif-

fion of burgk}ry,. robbery, horfe-ftealing, and other crimes, hath
greatly increafed in this ftate:

Governor, 1. Be it enafied, by the General Afemlly of Marylond, That the governor,

&c.to iffue a __: : . - : j

- 10 ot ® with the advice and confent of the council, be authorifed and requefted, from

&c. ’ time to time, annually, duaring the continuance of this a&, to iffue a commiffion
of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery, for the trial of all fclonies, or other
crimes, offences or mifdemeanors, at any time heretofors committed, or that
hereafter may be committed, during the continuance of this a&, in Baltimore
county, and not particularly by law direGted to be tried in the general court, to
five perfons, refidents of the fame county for fix months next before their ap-
pointment ; and after the iffuing fuch commiffion, all crimes, ofences and mif-
demeanors, committed, or that may hereafter be committed, during the conti-
nuance of this act, in Baltimore county, and not particularly direGted by law to
be tried in the general court, fhall be tried, heard and determined, before the faid
five perfons, or any three or more of them, in court fitting, and not in the coun-
ty court of the faid county; and each of the faid perfons fhall be and is hereby
conftituted a juftice of the peace, and fhall have jurifdiGtion as fuch, within the
faid county, in all criminal cafes, during the time he fhall be in commifiion;
and in cafe of death, refignation, or removal out of the fzid county, of any of
the faid five perfons, a new commiffion fhall iffue to'fill up the place of the per-
fon who thall die, refign, or remove out of the faid county; and no indi€ment
found before the faid juftices fhall be removed to the general court, at the in-
ftance of the party profecuted, without the leave of the faid juftices, or the fpecial
order of the general court, or fome one of the judges thereof.

Caufes, &c.to  II1. QnD be it enafted, That on the commencement of this a&, all caufes,

be heard, &c. pleas, procefs and proceedings, relative to the trial of all felonies, and other
crimes, offences and mifdemeanors, whatever, then depending in Baltimore
county criminal court, in virtue of the a&, entitled, An a& for the more effeGual
punithment of criminals, fhall be heard, tried and determined, before the juftices
appointed and commiffioned in virtue of this a&.

Timesof  -IV. @nD be it enated, That the times of holding the courts by the faid
]c‘gi‘?{"g&:rf juftices, thall be exprefled in their commiffion ; and the faid courts, during the
’ continuance of this act, fhall be held on the fecond Tuefday in the months of
January, March, Auguft and November, of every year ; and the county clerk of
Baltimore eounty, for the time being, fhall be the clerk of the faid court, and
thall make all entries, and tranfa@ all the bufinefs of the faid court, in the fame
manner as he is now, by law, obliged to tranfact the bufinefs of the county court

of the faid county.

One juﬁifﬁe V. anb be it enatted, That any one of the faid juftices thall have power to
court. &, call and hold the faid court, and to adjourn the fame from day to day ; and any
one of the faid juftices, in court fitting, may empannel and charge the grand jury,

and



